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1. FROM THE SECRETARY

Maintaining our commitment to improving communications with you, here is our third weekly
newsletter. We hope you are enjoying your newsletters and that you are finding the editorial
interesting and informative and that we are including the things that you want to know about.
We are always keen to hear from you on how we are doing so if there is anything at all that
we are missing and you want to see in our newsletters then please let us know. It could be a
guestion about a provision in the Enterprise Agreement, bullying and harassment at work,
which we are being told there is plenty of, or anything related to your wages and conditions
or WHS. You can be sure that any questions you have are shared by other Comrades as well.

We are also keen to have input from you from out there on the ground and would welcome
stories from your Station, particularly with pics, to share with your Brothers and Sisters
around the country.

Just to remind everyone again that we have a facebook page where we also publish our
newsletters and other items of interest. Not enough of you have become members our
facebook page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/ufuavatl/ . This is a secret group only
open to Aviation Branch members. Just ask to join and if you are a financial member you will
be admitted.

We also have a Members Only area on our website so ask for username and password to
access areas only open to members. In our Members Only section you will have access to the
Union’s financial reports and other information that should only be available to members and
we are expanding what we are including in this section of our website. Our website also has
a link to our facebook page. Our website link is http://ufuav.asn.au/ .

Your BCOM Delegates have been elected by you to represent your concerns not only to the
Union but also to Airservices/ARFF and government. Use them to get your interests and
concerns to us so we can improve our service to you as members and our representation of
your interests and concerns.

Again, we hope you will take the time to read our newsletters and that we are giving you what
you want. Please give any feedback or comments to your Organiser, BCOM Delegate or send
it direct to the Branch Secretary.

Henry Lawrence

Branch Secretary


https://www.facebook.com/groups/ufuavat1/
http://ufuav.asn.au/

2. International Scheduled Airline Movements comparison of July 2015 to July
2016

So this week we will have a quick look at International Movements. We saw last week the
huge increase over a decade of Domestic Movements and passenger numbers. As you can
see in the table above there has been overall a 10.3% increase in passengers a 3.7% Increase
in Freight and an 8.9% increase in aircraft movements in just one year for International
figures. While most Australian businesses would kill for increases like that, our old mates in

Port Revenue July 2015 July 2016 Total %
Adelaide Passengers 77,188 90,683
Freight (tonnes) 1,774 2,188
ACFT Movements 347 432
Brisbane Passengers 463,080 491,367 6.1%
Freight (tonnes) 10,825 10,219 -5.6%
ACFT Movements 2,551 2,681 5.1%
Cairns Passengers 51,488 53,824 4.5%
Freight (tonnes) 281 290 3.3%
ACFT Movements 509 554 8.8%
Darwin Passengers 27,240 29,485 8.2%
Freight (tonnes) 47 47 -0.8%
ACFT Movements 257 279 8.6%
Gold Coast Passengers 89,818 106,980 19.1%
Freight (tonnes) 635 564 -11.2%
ACFT Movements 497 626 26.0%
Melbourne Passengers 779,103 876,022 12.4%
Freight (tonnes) 21,491 21,543 0.2%
ACFT Movements 3,625 3,822 5.4%
Norfolk Island Passengers 622 761 22.3%
Freight (tonnes) 3 9 171.9%
ACFT Movements 8 10 25.0%
Perth Passengers 386,492 403,378 4.4%
Freight (tonnes) 7,597 7,542 -0.7%
ACFT Movements 1,839 1,940 5.5%
Port Hedland Passengers 261 803 207.7%
Freight (tonnes)
ACFT Movements 4 10 150.0%
Sunshine Coast Passengers 3,152 3,546 12.5%
Freight (tonnes)
ACFT Movements 26 34 30.8%
Sydney Passengers 1,210,977 1,347,109 11.2%
Freight (tonnes) 36,130 39,265 8.7%
ACFT Movements 5,869 6,494 10.6%
Townsville Passengers 3,892
Freight (tonnes)
ACFT Movements 26
TOTALS Passengers 3,089,421 3,407,850 10.3%
Freight (tonnes) 78,782 81,666 3.7%
ACFT Movements 15,532 16,908 8.9%

the airlines just keep crying poor.



3. PART 2 - ARFFS Protecting Australia’s Airports?

Australia has an enviable record in aviation safety, among the best in the world, which has
been built on a strong safety governance system, forged over many years.

Australia’s Aviation State Safety Plan (Hon Darren Chester)

Minimum Water Amount required by ARFFS:

NFPA Non Fluorine Foam/ Max DR | ICAO ICAO Foam Level B/ DR
Category 1 600 Litres at 600lpm Category 1 230 litres at 230lpm
Category 2 1000 Litres at 787lpm Category 2 670 Litres at 550lpm
Category 3 3050 Litres at 1500lpm Category 3 1200 Litres at 900lpm
Category 4 6150 Litres at 2468lpm Category 4 2400 Litres at 1800lpm
Category 5 12650 Litres at 4514lpm Category 5 5400 Litres at 3000lpm
Category 6 17800 Litres at 6525Ipm Category 6 7900 Litres at 4000lpm
Category 7 23750 Litres at 8297Ipm Category 7 12100 Litres at 5300lpm
Category 8 37150 Litres at 10992lpm Category 8 18200 Litres at 7200lpm




Category 9 46500 Litres at 13722lpm Category 9 24300 Litres at 9000lpm

Category 10 67500 Litres at 16759lpm Category 10 32300 Litres at 11200lpm

The figures in the ICAO side of this table represent median figures. ICAO Annexe 14
Standard 9.2.13 states: From 1 January 2015, at aerodromes where operations by
aeroplanes larger than the average size in a given category are planned, the quantities of
water shall be recalculated and the amount of water for foam production and the discharge
rates for foam solution shall be increased accordingly. What this means in practice is that
ARFFS Cat 9 in this country provides 26,700 Litres of water on three trucks for Category 9.
The largest Category 9 aircraft in Australia in terms of critical area is the A340-600. It
requires 26,506 Litres of water to meet ICAO regulations. (ARFFS barely makes it by less
than 200 litres). It should also be noted that ARFFS are fully aware of the Fluorine free
foams performance issues (or lack of) as recognised by NFPA.

Really is that making ‘safety the most important priority’ as directed by the Minister?

NFPA | Vehicles | Equipment | Staffing | ICAO Vehicles | Equipment | Staffing
Min
Cat1l 1 2+TRA | Cat 1l 1 TRA*
Cat 2 1 2+TRA | Cat 2 1 TRA
Cat3 1 2+TRA | Cat3 1 TRA
Cat4 1 3+TRA | Cat4 1 TRA
Cat5 2 6+TRA | Cat5 1 TRA
Cat 6 2 1 HRET# 9+TRA | Cat 6 2 TRA
Cat7 3 1 HRET 12+TRA | Cat 7 2 TRA
Cat8 3 1 HRET 12+TRA | Cat 8 3 TRA
Cat9 4 1 HRET 15+TRA | Cat9 3 TRA
Cat 10 4 2 HRET 15+TRA | Cat 10 3 TRA

* Task Resource Analysis
# High Reach Extendable Turret

Australia does not even bother to provide a civil ARFFS cover for nearly 162 Certified
Aerodromes and 135 Registered Aerodromes, leaving around 297 Australian airports
unprotected by any ARFFS.



The current threshold in place for the establishment of an ARFFS in Australia is already
nearly twice the passenger figures of the only other country to use passenger figures for
ARFFS regulations, which is Canada. Their figures are 180,000 passengers a year. Australia’s
figures are currently 350,000 passengers a year (958 pax per day) with the Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development (DIRD) with the full support of the current
provider and regulator trying hard to push this up to 500,000 passengers. So around 1370
passengers a day before you even get considered for an ARFFS at your airport. As well as
this they don’t want 500,000 to be the only consideration either, it is just a benchmark for
them to conduct a risk assessment on whether you need an ARFFS or not. We have all seen
how well those so called risk assessments work!

So that brings us to what is the risk? Aviation in Australia is safe isn’t it? Our big planes
never crash. The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) report for the decade 2004-2014
states:

e The number of incidents reported to the ATSB involving VH- registered high capacity
RPT has risen by around 56 per cent in the last 10 years.

e This is consistent with the increase in the rate of departures (52 per cent) over this
time.

e For all Commercial Operations in Australia

e Reportable Incidents: 2014 (4308) 2013 (4402) around 12 incidents_every day.

e Serious Incidents: 2014 (37) 2013 (54) 2012 (47) around one a week or one a
fortnight.

e Accidents: 2014 (27) 2013 (15) 2012 (14) 2011 (21) 2010 (23) around one a Fortnight

to one a Month.
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UK Research CAP 1036 tells us: The approach, landing and go-around phases accounted for
47% of all fatal accidents and 46% of all on board fatalities.

Take-off and climb accounted for a further 31% of the fatal accidents and 28% of the on
board fatalities. These statistics also show 78% of all crashes happen on or near the
Aerodrome.



On average, the fatal accident rate for turboprops was four times that for jets, based on
flights flown, and nine times greater when using hours flown as the rate measure. Australia
services most of our rural community airports with large turboprop aircraft and provide no
ARFFS.

On average, the fatal accident rate for aircraft with Maximum Take-Off Weight Authorised
(MTWA) below 15 tonnes was three times that for aircraft with MTWA above 27 tonnes,
based on flights flown, and nine times greater when using hours flown as the rate measure.
Australia’s secondary airports which are some of busiest airports in Australia with the added
risk of trainee pilots have no ARFFS.

On average, the fatal accident rate for cargo flights was eight times greater than for
passenger flights, based on flights flown, and seven times greater when using hours flown as
the rate of measure. Cargo flights up to Boeing 747 size are not considered as requiring
ARFFS in Australia.

Four of our major risk airports operate on a remission factor which means they know quite
clearly there is not enough staff to effectively and safely intervene in a crash. Cairns, Darwin
and Coolangatta all protect Category 9 aircraft with less staff than the old staffing Risk
Assessment says is safe to do so. Where is the Task Resource Analysis (TRA) the new
approved process for determining staffing that has been in effect for several years?

Whether the MOS or ICAO allows remission based on frequency of flights it does not change
the ARFFS obligation under the WHS legislation to provide a safe system of work for their
staff. Unlike ICAO (which by the way have been trying hard for some time to remove
remission, but countries like Australia keep fighting it) the WHS Regulations are clear that if
you expose staff to a serious risk you have to provide safe systems of work. ARFFS cannot
even show an old staffing risk assessment having been done for providing a service using
remission.

The closest thing they have is the Cat 10 staffing model risk assessment which clearly
showed covering Cat 10 aircraft at Cat 9 was a B class risk. So what do they do? Ignore that,
ignore the DRV risk assessment which shows that it provides the capability of performing
both of our regulated functions of protecting aircraft and buildings on the airport without
compromising category and implement a hybrid Remission/Cat 10 model in Perth. Again
with no TRA done to support it.

If you are concerned by the abysmal state of ARFFS in Australia join the campaign at: 3
Minutes to Live.com

References:

ICAQ Airport Services Manual Part 1 (Doc 9137) RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING Fourth Edition
— 2014

ICAQ Annexe 14 Volume | Aerodrome Design and Operations Sixth Edition July 2013

Civil Aviation Authority UK CAP 1036 Global Fatal Accident Review 2002 to 2011



Menchini C.P. (2013) COMPUTATIONAL FLAME CHARACTERIZATION OF NEW LARGE
AIRCRAFT IMMERSED IN HYDROCARBON POOL FIRES DOT/FAA/TC-13/31 August 2013

Canadian Aviation Regulations Subpart 3 Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting at Airports and
Aerodromes. Division | General. Application 303.02 (1) (1996)

4. RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORT LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
Estimates (Public) MONDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2016 CANBERRA

This is the committee where Airsevices [including ANS and ARFF] and CASA are questioned
about all aspects of their operation and performance. On the 17t October Airservices was
before the committee. The following link goes to the transcript of the proceedings where
the CEO of Airservices was questioned about the restricting of Airservices in the context of
the ACCELERATE program and the aspects of the DIRD ARFFS Regulatory Policy Review and
the report of the Australian National Audit Office [ANAO]. The relevant part of the transcript
starts at page 93 and ends at page 120.

There are interesting statements by the CEO absolutely guaranteeing there will not be any
privatisation of ARFF or outsourcing of ARFF but the question is can Airservices or the
government be trusted on these statements. We will continue to pursue the truth on these
matters and keep you informed.
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlinfo/download/committees/estimate/1067c4b0-a789-4172-868¢-

38e13bleb25d/toc pdf/Rural%20and%20Regional%20Affairs%20and%20Transport%20Legislation%20Committee 2016 1
0 17 4507.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf

Video footage of the committee proceedings is also available at

http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videolD=326079&operation _mode=parlview

starting at 17:37:00.

FORWARD ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO: ufuavatl@bigpond.com.au

Authorised by Henry Lawrence Branch Secretary United Firefighters’ Union of Australia Aviation Branch


http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/estimate/1067c4b0-a789-4172-868c-38e13b1eb25d/toc_pdf/Rural%20and%20Regional%20Affairs%20and%20Transport%20Legislation%20Committee_2016_10_17_4507.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
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http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=326079&operation_mode=parlview

